The Letter to the Romans
*. Who wrote the letter?
Paul wrote this letter to the church at Rome -- a church which he did not found nor had he visited
before.

*. When did he write it?
Paul wrote the letter during the winter of 56 at the end of his third missionary journey from the city
of Corinth.

*. Why did he write it?
Paul was preparing for a visit to Jerusalem and anticipated that he might be imprisoned. If he was
imprisoned, he wanted to preserve his theology and to encourage fellow Christians. If he survived,
he wanted to prepare for a visit to Rome and to gain their support as he went to Spain.
He sought to:
A. Summarize his theology
B. Prepare for a visit to Rome is possible
C. Demonstrate that the Jews need salvation and are a part of God’s plan
D. Encourage those who know Christ to walk accordingly.

*. What is the main topic?
The righteousness of God and the faith walk of man.

Romans 15:23-24

But now, with no further place for me in these regions, and since I have had for

many years a longing to come to you 24 whenever I go to Spain—for I hope to see you in passing, and to be
helped on my way there by you, when I have first enjoyed your company for a while—

Romans 1:16-17

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed
from faith to faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.”

Romans 5:1-11

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord

2

Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we
stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations,
knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven
character, hope; 5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ
died for the ungodly. 7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone
would dare even to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath
of God through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son,
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only this, but we also exult in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

Romans 8:35-39

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 Just as it is written, “FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT
37
TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.” But in all these things we
overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any
other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 12:1-2

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living

and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is,
that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
See also:
Rom. 3:23
Rom. 6:23
Rom. 5:8
Rom. 10:9-10

