Galatians: Paul’s Earliest Letter
*. Who wrote the letter?
Great agreement – Paul wrote this letter
Mentioned in preface, autobiographical section, in sync with Acts, style of writing,
theological arguments, tradition

*. To whom was it written?
The churches of South Galatia – Psidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe
These are churches Paul was used by God to found on the first missionary jny.

*. When was it written?
Prior to 49 AD
Paul’s earliest letter in the NT

*. Why was it written?
Occasion
Paul had just completed his 1st missionary journey and lives were changed
Group opposing Paul followed him and taught that Paul did not preach the
entire truth – they said that a person had to be saved by faith plus become a
Jew/faith plus works
When Paul heard of this, he quickly wrote this defense of the Gospel
Purpose
To confront the untruth of the Judaizers and affirm that salvation is by faith
(plus nothing)

*. What is the main topic?
Salvation is by faith, plus nothing.

Gal. 1:1-10:

Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the agency of man, but through Jesus

Christ and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead), 2 and all the brethren who are with me, To the
churches of Galatia: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave
Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and
Father, 5 to whom be the glory forevermore. Amen. 6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who
called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; 7 which is really not another; only there are some who
are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should
preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said
before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be
accursed! 10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still
trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.

Gal. 3:1-9:

You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly

portrayed as crucified? 2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the
works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being
perfected by the flesh? 4 Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 5 So then, does He
who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing
with faith? 6 Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 7 Therefore, be sure
that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. 8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify
the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN
9
YOU.” So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.

Gal. 5:16-26:

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the

flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one
another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
under the Law. 19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying,
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that
those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no
law. 24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live
by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one
another.

